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These general causes of failure in the West were
destined to be complicated in the case of the Nether-
lands with the adverse fate which befell the town of
Bruges at the end of the second period of our story,
and of which we have already spoken. The disaster ^
which deprived the town of its commercial import-
ance also contributed to ruin the Hanseatic factory
established in that city. Then the Hanseatics them-
selves were not wholly blameless, seeing how at
Bruges they repeatedly revolted against paying the
tax enforced for storage of goods, a tax that was a
regular condition in the statutes of the League, and
which was exacted in all its foreign settlements ; and,
besides this, there are also other circumstances to
be reckoned with, of a more general character. The
closing of the factory of Bruges was one of many
signs of the course of events. A new spirit was
abroad affecting commerce and progress in all direc-
tions, a spirit against which, as we have said, the
League resolutely set its face, and which it refused to
recognize until it was too late.

After the invasion of the territory of Bruges in
1488 and the ten years' blockade of the harbour of
Sluys, by the Emperor Frederick III., to avenge the
confinement of his son, the city found her trade
almost ruined. Two important branches were lost to
her, by the Italians who brought their own silk stuffs
to the rival market of Antwerp and by the Flemish
cloth-workers who had settled in England and like-
wise sent their goods thither.

Under these circumstances the Hansa could scarcely
hope for the continued prosperity of Bruges. The